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APRICOT FESTIVAL in MALATYA

The 14th Malatya Apricot Symposium and festival took place in Malatya between 12-17th of July. Chairman Remzi Gur, Vice Chairman Harvey Marshall, and Director Ziya Aksahin attended the fair, which was held under the patronage of the Malatya Municipality.  

Mr. Ziya Aksahin evaluated the festival as follows: 85% of the world production of apricots comes from Turkey of which 90 % is produced in Malatya.  At present Malatya exports 200 million dollars of apricots annually.  There is no reason why this figure can not be increased to 1 billion dollars.  However, it is noted that scientific research, institutionalisation, promotion, active marketing, further development of the product, and conformity to international hygiene standards are paramount in increasing the exports.  The Apricot Institute established by Ataturk in 1938 needs to be modernised and improved. In spite of the fact that production of apricots have increased tenfold in the last 20 years, the export income has stayed the same.  That is due to lack of marketing as well as falling prices. 
The chairman of the American Association of Food Industries Bob Baner and Jules Janick told the historical journey of the apricot from the lower slopes of the Himalayas to Asia Minor in the 14 hundreds via the Silk Road and said that the fruit had found its favourite home in Malatya. They reiterated the nutritional value of apricots in particular for the immune system and young children.
Among the decisions taken at the symposium was the need for the establishment of an integrated plant and an apricot institute in Malatya as well as a coordinated effort with the Ministry of Health in publicising the importance of apricots in nutrition.   

The guests who had travelled from outside of Turkey were especially impressed by the excursion to Mount Nimrod, the apricot farms, and of course, the Turkish hospitality, which is second to none. 
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