MODERN TURKEY AND HISTORICAL CHALLENGES MEETING AT THE HOUSE OF LORDS, 30 November 2006
“Modern Turkey and Historical Challenges” Meeting organised by Remzi Gür, President of Turkish-British Chamber of Commerce and Industry (TBCCI), was hosted by Lord Ahmed of Rotherham at the House of Lords on Thursday, 30 November 2006. 
Lord Ahmed; Remzi Gür, Chairman of TBCCI; Hüsamettin Kavi, Chairman of the Assembly at Istanbul Chamber of Industry (ISO); Yaşar Yakış, former Minister of Foreign Affairs, AKP’s Member of the Parliament from Düzce and President of EU Alignment Committee; and Justin McCarthy, Professor of History at Louisville University expressed their views in a variety of subjects during this meeting. Click here for photos 
Explaining that sidelining Turkey from EU would do more harm to EU than Turkey and that French government was making a big mistake for a few Armenian votes, Lord Ahmed said, ‘There are those who are supporting Turkey and the Turks. British government is supporting Turkey’. 

Husamettin Kavi said that conditions of competition around the world have changed since 1980s, and Turkey has succeeded in adapting to these conditions and it is now enjoying a better status in the international competition. He emphasized that number of British companies in Turkey is currently 267 compared to only 30 in 2000. Pointing out to the fact that companies have completely changed their ways of making business and many Turkish companies received European Quality Awards, Mr. Kavi added that one of these awards was won by Bosch in Turkey, rather than Bosch in Germany. Kavi has also underlined that, during these accession negotiations for Turkey, EU must help ease the burden of the current visa practices that business people, students and members of non-governmental organizations are subjected to. In addition, Kavi also mentioned Armenian issue and said, ‘Establishment of stronger economical ties with Armenians will, of course, solve all these problems.’

Yaşar Yakış, based a major part of his speech on the problem of Cyprus. He said negotiations between Turkey and EU has been suspended in eight of the total of 35 sections and claimed that 470 million strong EU was being held to ransom by 600 thousand Greek Cypriots, which was totally unacceptable. Stating that EU attitude to Turkey was  technically, historically and ethically wrong, Yakış pointed out that topics that were not part of Copenhagen criteria have been put on the table once the negotiations had started and added: ‘EU is making a technical error by putting the Cyprus problem on the table. Why was this issue raised as a problem for Turkey and not for Greek Cypriots? Why did they accept the Greek Cypriots to membership if this was a condition of membership? EU must answer this question. All EU member states accept that membership of Cyprus was a mistake. While the side voting ‘yes’ in the referendum were left out, the ones saying ‘no’ have been accepted as a members. Denmark’s Ambassador at Ankara told us that Greeks could not be punished for saying ‘no’, but the embargo on Turkish Cypriots would be removed if that was the case. Referendum took place on April 24th. EU has made the decision to remove the embargo on April 26th. And, just 5 days after when Greek Cypriots have become member of EU, they managed to stop the decision to remove that embargo although they had no right to do that. And, now, EU keeps on saying that ‘negotiations will not continue if you do not open your ports to Greek Cypriots.’ Yes, we are aware of our promise we have made with regard to international law. But, we are expecting the embargos on Turkish Cypriots by EU to be lifted. EU says there are no connections between these two subjects. They say one is an internal problem while the other is not. We are determined to continue negotiations with a feeling of goodwill. We shall continue implementing a series measures and changes, not only for joining the EU, also for the welfare of our people. Turkish people deserve better level of democracy and human rights.’

Professor McCarthy said there is a one-sided accusation regarding the so-called Armenian genocide, Ottoman and Armenian documents have shown facts quite different to so called genocide claims and English documents have also supported the Turkish thesis in this respect; and continued his speech as follows:  

“Ottoman archives have revealed this historical fact with a great consistency. There are hundreds of documents in the Ottoman archives stating the governmental orders to protect the lives and possessions of Armenians and other minorities. Many Moslems, Turks and Kurds have died during the insurrection started by Armenians at Van in 1915. Turks and Kurds having many losses at especially Zeve Valley have killed the Armenians in turn. The real reason for many Armenians losing their lives in that period was the fact that Russia, which they have supported during the war, after the law of forced immigration has refused to accept them and they were faced with hunger and disease. It is shocking to hear people talking about Armenians all the time while no one is uttering a single word about the Moslems, Turks and Kurds who have died at that time and not mentioning any of the documents revealing the real history. Doesn’t anybody care about those Moslems, Turks and Kurds?

Expressing that Ottoman documents were not false and there were also some documents indicating the crimes of Ottoman citizens at that time, McCarthy said that 1397 Ottoman citizens have been subjected to legal proceedings due to acts against Armenians, but none of the Armenians have been subjected to such proceedings for the crimes they committed against the Ottoman State and its citizens. 







